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The Vienna Conference. 9 

From the Public Ledger. 

THE VIENNA CONFERENCE. 

The correspondence of the Vienna Conference, brought over by the last 
arrivals, publicly avows the fact that before Lord John Russell could venture 
home from Vienna without a treaty of peace, such was the influence of 
Messrs. Bright and Cobden, that he had to make a proposition, the principle 
of which may yet prove of immense importance to the peace of the worlJ, 
however unceremoniously rejected in this instance. The Allies offered that 
ships of war of all nations should be excluded from the Black Sea, and only 
"a seafolice" of a few vessels, be allowed to act against pirates. Consider- 
ing that they now command it, this appears liberal. But Russia objected 
with some show of justice, that Turkish independence might be in as much 
danger from the fleets of France and England in the Mediterranean as from 
that of Russia iu the Black Sea. If the first was " a standing menace," so 
was the other. 

The question at once presents itself to every thinking mind, why should 
not the same arrangement be extended in time of peace on a much larger 
scale, to the Lakes on our Northwest, and to the Mediterranean, if not to 
the Atlantic, in certain latitudes ? It would save the immense and ruinous 
cost of navies, a matter of vital necessity to impoverished and overtaxed 
European nations, prevent the demoralization of large numbers, avert dan- 
ger from nations disinclined to war, and remove the' temptations to cupidity 
from the three strong naval powers,- America, England and France. In re- 
gard to pirates, it would not be difficult for the great powers to agree upon a 
system of maritime police, each of them contributing equally to farm a 
force to act under a certain code of laws, and joint commissioners simply 
protecting the commerce of the world from molestation in time of peace. 

All other difficulties might be met by equitable arrangements and stip- 
ulations. 

At present, international law, as regards the ocean, is in a comparatively 
barbarous state, and far behind the progress it has achieved as to all other 
subjects. In time of war, the merchant vessels of the enemy, (private prop- 
erty,) are subject to confiscation, and all neutrals to great annoyance and 
injury, while in time of peace each nation has to look after its own rights, 
and the strong molest the weak. Any nation feeling itself aggrieved can 
issue le.tters of marque, and every fleet that sails is "a standing menace" to 
the liberties of all the peacefully disposed nations within reach of the sea. 
America has done more to humanize these laws than any other power. But 
the ocean, the great highway of nations, the common property of the whole 
world, has a worse police than Turkey, and at a thousand times higher cost 
than is necessary. In fact, international law as to the ocean is far behind 
the age, and seems all to be summed up in this one maxim, "might is right." 

It would be easy to prove that any nation is really strong for a protracted 
naval warfare in proportion to her commercial marine. But at present, 
each government seems obliged to keep on augmenting her naval forces in 
order to watch the fleets of other nations. No power can lessen its navy 
without diminishing its seeming independence, and exposing itself to insult 
and annoyance, while nearly all the civilized nations of the earth, except our 
own are crushed beneath a weight of debt that must prove their eventual de- 
struction, a debt yearly augmented by wholesale for ships of war, whose of- 
ficers having nothing ehe to do, are daily embroiling their governments, and 
tyrannizing over peaceful towns and ships. 



10 Russia — The New Levy. 

If in some one or two large tracts of this great international domain, a 
more reasonable system of maritime arrangements could be once tried, prin- 
ciples would soon be educed capable of universal adoption, and law, in place 
of violence, give security to the commerce of the earth. 



From the correspondence of the London News. 
RUSSIA— THE NEW LEVY. 

Warsaw, October 26. The new levy of ten men in every 1,000 inhabi- 
tants is to include the Jews, and is the eighth since the beginning of last 
year-. The first was ordered by the imperial ukase of the 10th of February, 
1854, and the proportion fixed on was 9 recruits in 1000 souls, whilst it had 
effect in the whole of the Russian empire in Europe. In the course of the 
same year fresh levies were ordered by the ukases of the 7th of September 
and the 15th of December, to the extent of 10 men in 1000 souls, both in 
the eastern and western provinces. 

The first act of this description in the present year was the famous mani- 
festo of the Czar of the 10th of February, ordering the embodiment and 
formation of the militia in 18 provinces to the extent of 23 recruits in 1000 
souls ; and three months later appeared the imperial ukase of the 6th of 
May, ordering a fresh levy of 12 men in every 1000 inhabitants for the 
western half of the empire (Russia in- Europe.) These were followed in 
quick succession by the the three ukases of the 31st of May, 12th of Au- 
gust, and 7th of October, embodying the militia in the rest of the provinces 
of the empire, and ordering a levy of 10 men in 1000 souls. 

From the 10th of February, 1854, down to the present time, the Czar has 
consequently raised no less than fifty-two men in every thousand inhabitants 
in the whole of the empire, and twelve more in the western half; and now 
comes a fresh conscription of ten men in one thousand souls, making alto- 
gether about seventy men in two hundred and fifty, or more than 25 per 
cent, of the male population ; for we may assume that one half of every thou- 
sand inhabitants are females, and of the remaining five hundred one half are 
children and old men. 

Notwithstanding the colossal nature of these drafts on his subjects in less 
than two years, we see that the Russian army is just barely able, to make 
head against the allied forces of the enemy ; and the question very naturally 
presents itself to every reflecting mind, " If the loss of life is so great dur- 
ing the first two years of the war, and our population experiences a similar 
drain during the continuance of hostilities, how long will it be before the 
population of Russia is reduced to nothing but women and children ?" It is 
a common rule-of-three sum that any school-boy can easily calculate. 

A despatch from the Sea of Azoff states, that the Allies were doing im- 
mense damage to the Russian vessels and merchandize along the coast. 
Forty-three fishing establishments, one hundred and twenty-seven boats, sev- 
eral thousand nets, tar, salt and barrels without number, had been destroyed. 
Only four fisheries escaped, in consequence of the shallowness of the water 
preventing the approach of the ships of war. These proceedings seem to 
be viewed as matter of exultation rather than shame, and the destruction of 
the business of the poor fishermen in the distant sea of Azoff, affords satis- 
faction to the citizens of London and Paris. The spirit of war is truly as 
base and mean, as it is savage and unchristian. 



